
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

As fall turns into winter, the food bank is turning the page
to a new chapter as our amazing leader Greg Meyer
moves back home to Minnesota. Greg has been a true
hunger hero in his time at the food bank, helping our
communities through the pandemic, expanding the food
bank’s services and funding, and ensuring that nobody
went hungry over the past 6 years. We know we speak
for the entire state when we say we will miss Greg! 
As we begin to write this new chapter for the food bank,
we thank you all for your continued support and
dedication to helping our neighbors struggling with food
insecurity across the peninsula. With government
commodities decreasing, food shortages, and more, our
neighbors need all the help they can get this holiday
season. Consider adopting a turkey, volunteering to
serve lunch, or hosting a food drive for the holidays.
Thank you!

A NEW CHAPTER

N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 4

WHAT’S NEW?
Adopt a Turkey

Thanksgiving Dinner
in the Fireweed Diner

Now till the end of
November

November 27th
11:30 am - 1 pm



   As  I                                                            ponder how to start my f inal  chapter at the Kena i  Pen insula 
     Food                                                      Bank ,  I  am at a loss  for words .   My t ime at the food bank and 
    on  the                                                   Kena i  Pen insula was one of  the greatest exper iences  of  my l ife .   
      You  all                                              welcomed D iane and I  in  the warmest way .   We felt  l ike  we were 
  at  home                                              w ith in  days .   Thank you .  Together we faced one of  the world ’s  
       greatest                                     challenges ,  l iv ing  through the COV ID- 19  pandem ic .   The food bank 
  almost tr ipled                                 i ts  output in  a  matter of  months .   Together we d istr ibuted         3 , 000  
               TEFAP                             produce/food boxes a week across  the Pen insula .                         
 Together we met on                      Saturdays and Sundays and assembled 3 ,000  food                             bags  
         a  week and                       d i str ibuted them to every corner of  our 
   25 ,000  square m ile                  serv ice  area .   The food bank never m issed  
      a  day ,  food was                d i str ibuted ,  and meals  were served .  Just  
  when we thought we             could  take a breath ,  the State of  Alaska 
 SNAP backlog comb ined w ith inflat ion  and supply cha in  i ssues ,  drove the 
           need to  support our ne ighbors back up into  h istor ic  numbers .   Aga in ,  
      thanks to  the support of  our commun ity and funders ,  we have met the 
   challenges  head on .   I t  has not been easy ,  but together ,  we have done it  
       and w ill  cont inue to  do  so .  I t  i s  overwhelm ing  to  have been a part of  an 
organ izat ion  w ith so  many ded icated volunteers .   W ith a small  staff ,  our work 
                     would be  imposs ible  w ithout them .   The ir  commitment to  th is  
                                 commun ity and to  our ne ighbors i s  incred ible .   Our 
                                            amaz ing  volunteers do  not just enable our 
                                             ne ighbors to  be  fed but they show k indness  and 
                                            compass ion  as  they interact and encourage all  
                                           those we serve .   The impact on the food bank ,  our 
                                           commun ity and our ne ighbors i s  immeasurable .  The                         food bank 
                                          and th is  commun ity i s  blessed w ith the strong                    leadersh ip  from 
                                          our Board of  D irectors .   Our Board of  D irectors          serve the food bank w ith 
                                         ded icat ion ,  heart and v is ion .   Each Board member i s  committed to  the m iss ion  of  
                                          the food bank as  well  as  serv ing  w ith many other important causes  throughout 
                                         our commun ity .   I t  i s  through the ir                 ded icat ion  and leadersh ip  that 
                                        KPFB cont inues  to  grow and hold  a                very important pos it ion  in  the 
                                        commun ity .  NONE of  th is  would be                   poss ible  w ithout the most amaz ing  
                                       team of  coworkers I  have                               every been blessed to  work w ith .   
                                        The ir  unwaver ing                                            commitment to  f ight food 
                                       insecur ity  in  our                                            commun it ies ,  comb ined w ith the ir  
 pass ion  for                      collaborat ion  and                                            engagement to  improve the 
l ives  of  our ne ighbors          i s  of  ep ic                                                         proport ions .   The work beh ind  
     the scenes to  ensure each person ,  pantry                                              and commun ity across  the 
              Kena i  Pen insula i s  served in  a  k ind ,                                                 profess ional manner takes  
   hours of  hard work .   Th is  team had to  retool                                              almost every aspect of  the ir
jobs  as  we remodeled the bu ild ing  to  accommodate                                          the dramat ic  increase in  our 
    serv ices .   The needed add it ion  of  new software                                           and upgrad ing  our ab il ity  to  
 respond qu ickly to  increased need as  we also  need                                          to  mange our inventory to  
           meet str ict  gu idel ines  and mandates took                                              incred ible  energy ,  hard 
       work and pat ience .   Together we grew the food                                         banks resources and ab il ity  
    to  serve .   I t  was hard ,  it  was stressful ,  i t  was                                       emot ional………and we d id  it !   
      Leav ing  th is  commun ity i s  pa inful ,  but leav ing  my                            food bank fam ily  hurts the most .   
 Together ,  we d idn ’t  just face the challenges  at work ,                     we  celebrated…wedd ings ,  arr ival  of  
    bab ies ,  staff retreats ,  hol iday meals ,  new pets  and             our weekly “board meet ings . ”   We spent hours  
  learn ing  new                    software and aud its  that         we  had never had to  engage in  before .   We
supported                           each other through i llnesses ,  surger ies ,  loss  of  fam ily  members ,  loss  of  
                                          coworkers ,  coworkers mov ing  on ,  loss  of  pets ,  ag ing  parents and l ife ’s  
                                         everyday struggles .   We are not just coworkers ;  we             are a fam ily .   I  
                                          leave w ith a heavy heart but move on to  more t ime                       w ith  my 
                                          “other”  fam ily ;  a  94-year-old Mom who asks  da ily                                 when I  
                                             w i ll  be  “home”  and a 2-year-old granddaughter 
                                                who wants to  go  the park every day .   Most
                                              importantly I  know that the food bank i s  in  
                                             great hands ,  runn ing  smoothly ,  strongly and i s  
                                              ready to  take on whatever the future has to  
                                              offer .   W ith ded icated leadersh ip ,  amaz ing  
                                               staff and an army of  volunteers ,  it  w ill  
                                                flour ish!  I  close  w ith words from my two 
                                                 favor ite  an imated heroes ;  Woody -  
                                            "Yee-haw!  G iddy-up ,  partner!  We got to  get 
                                  th is  wagon tra in  a-mov in ' ! "  and Buzz L ightyear -  “To  
                           inf in ity  and beyond! ”

FROMFROM
FarewellFarewell

Wi t h  d e ep e s t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  a l l o w i ng  u s  t o  b e  a  pa r t  o f  y o u r  l i v e s ,
Gr eg ,  Dian e  a n d  Digg e r  2  Mey e r

GregGreg



Huge thank you to Hilcorp and the Kenai
River Brown Bears for the Hilcorp Brown Bear

Night food drive event! The community
raised an incredible 4,777 pounds of food,

which will be critical for feeding our
neighbors across the peninsula.

SOUP 

Kenai Peninsula
Community Care Center

MikeMikeBatemanBateman

HILCORP
NIGHT EVENT

Thank you to everyone
who attended our Soup
Supper this year! It was
an amazing event, with
incredible food, auction
items, KPFB swag,
beautiful pottery, and the
premier of the KPFB
informational video!

SUPPER

KPFB CARES EVENTKPFB CARES EVENT

HOWL-O-WEENHOWL-O-WEEN
Thank you to everyone who

made this exciting event
possible, especially Pen Dog,
Alaskins, 4-H, Kenai Animal

Shelter, Cad-Re Feed &
Grandma’s Cupboard, Kimberly’s
Pet Emergency, Kenai Feed and
Supply, Brian Moon, Peninsula

IT'S SCARY TO BE HUNGRYIT'S SCARY TO BE HUNGRY
We had a wonderful event at the

food bank this year, providing
food, candy and prize bags, and

family fun to the community.
Thank you to everyone who

helped with this incredible event,
especially KPBSD volunteers who

assembled over 300 goodie bags!

Huge thank you to ACC and Samaritan’s
Feet putting together Kicks for the Kenai!

Families and individuals came to the food
bank and received new athletic shoes and

socks while enjoying a BBQ lunch. 

T H A N K  Y O U  S O  M U C H  T O  A L L  O U R
V O L U N T E E R S ,  P O T T E R S  F R O M  T H E  K E N A I

P O T T E R ’ S  G U I L D  A N D  S O H I , C E R A M I C S ,  A U C T I O N
I T E M  D O N O R S ,  A N D  F O O D  A N D  B E V E R A G E

D O N O R S ,  I N C L U D I N G  T H E  C A T C H ,  S O L D O T N A
S A F E W A Y ,  O D I E ’ S ,  K E N A I  C A T E R I N G ,  F L A T S

B I S T R O ,  L U C Y ’ S  M A R K E T ,  C H E R Y L  M O R S E ,
T A N N E R  E I S E N T R A U T ,  H E A R T H  E A T E R Y  &

C A T E R I N G ,  F I N E  T H Y M E  C A F E ,  S I A M  N O O D L E S
A N D  F O O D ,  F R A N Z  B A K E R Y ,  K A L A D I  B R O T H E R S
C O F F E E ,  P O N Y  K E G ,  O D O M  C O R P ,  A D D I E  C A M P ,

B E C K A R O O  &  T H E  B R E A D  G U Y ,  B R O T H E R ’ S
C A F E ,  L D S  C H U R C H ,  O L D E  G O A T  C A F E ,  A N D

M E L ’ S !
THANK YOU SPONSORS!

Event Rentals, Well Mannered Carine, Soldotna Sit and Stay,
the volunteers, and everyone who donated pet food!

PUMPKIN
PUMPKIN

DROPDROP
Thank you to Kenai Aviation and

everyone who helped with the Pumpkin
Drop event at the Kenai Airport! It was

a fun time with watching the skies.



ADOPT TODAY
BY SCANNING
THE QR CODE!

THANK YOU!

Going on
now, until
the end of
November

Help us reach our goal of
1,200 turkeys!

THE LIONS CLUB
DONATED

GENEROUSLY TO
SUPPORT OUR
NEIGHBORS!

Freeze Dryer ProjectFreeze Dryer Project
Last year, we obtained a grant to start our freeze

dryer project from the AHA. We started the
project with the hopes of increasing food

reclamation, elongating the shelf life of foods,
and providing nutrition to our neighbors all year
round. Now, thanks to the AIOF, PROC, and SRC

we’ve been able to expand the program even
more and reclaim more food for our neighbors

suffering from food insecurity!

KENAI PUBLIC HEALTH CENTER
PROVIDED IMMUNIZATIONS TO OUR

NEIGHBORS RIGHT HERE AT KPFB!

Have you considered?

Email communication helps to
reduce postage costs, and can
be fiscally and environmentally

responsible. We try to
communicate with donors
through email as much as

possible. If you aren't receiving
emails from us, but would like

to, please contact
lmurray@kpfoodbank.org

Visit our websiteVisit our website
and socialand social

media pages!media pages!
Twitter:
@KPFoodBank
Instagram:
@kenaipenisulafoo
dbank
Facebook:
facebook.com/kpfo
odbank
Website:
kpfoodbank.org

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

PROVIDER.
33955 Community College Drive
Soldotna, AK 99669
907-416-7619; Fax: 907-416-7623

AdoptA
Help

 families and nonprofit agencies  

Turkey
acro

ss th
e Kenai Peninsula by 

adopting a turkey for $25 today!

KPFB partners with nonprofit

agencies to provide turkeys to

those in need. This year, with

costs continuing to rise, we

need your help more now than

ever!

Marathon has donated enough to

cover 400 turkeys and Hilcorp is

working to donate as well!

KENAI LOCAL FOOD
CONNECTION DONATED

INCREDIBLE AMOUNTS OF
FARM FRESH PRODUCE FOR

OUR NEIGHBORS!

ALASKA
CHRISTIAN

COLLEGE AND
OUR

VOLUNTEERS
HELPED US

HARVEST OVER
400 POUNDS OF

POTATOES
FROM OUR
GARDEN!

SOLDOTNA FRED MEYER GENEROUSLY
DONATED $2,500 TO KPFB DURING THEIR

GRAND RE-OPENING EVENT!


